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Derby and Derbyshire

Key routes for Safeguarding Communications with Derby and Derbyshire Schools

A. Circulate safeguarding information and updates to schools

1. Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership (DDSCP) Safeguarding Updates
DDSCP safeguarding updates contain local and national safeguarding information, guidance,
and resources. The updates are published by the DDSCP business support team on a 2-4
weekly basis and circulated to the education sector and partner agencies. Articles for inclusion
in DDSCP safeguarding updates should be sent to ddscp@derby.gov.uk.

2. Local Authority communications to schools
Both local authorities send term time weekly bulletins to schools:
e Derbyshire SchoolsNet e-bulletins - see
https://schoolsnet.derbyshire.gov.uk/administration-services-and-support/e-
bulletins/e-bulletins.aspx. Contact schoolsnet@derbyshire.gov.uk

e Derby Schools’ Circular - see https://schoolsportal.derby.gov.uk/schools-circular/
Includes information about how to submit an article

B. Share safeguarding information to schools via dedicated networks

1. Derby Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Network

The Derby designated safeguarding lead (DSL) network is facilitated by the Derby City Local

Authority education team remotely three times a year. The network is an opportunity to gain

timely inputs from local and national partners with a clear operational focus on safeguarding

children and young people in line with statutory guidance. The network meeting aims to:

e Receive updates from local partners in order to share knowledge of available services and
locality issues

e Strengthen safeguarding practice and build confidence of the DSL through reflection and
peer support

e Consider and share practice on current and relevant safeguarding policy and practices

2025-2026 dates, all 9.30am until 12.00 noon:

Autumn Spring Summer
14 10 2025 24 02 2026 23 06 2026

Contact: specialistsupport@derby.gov.uk
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2. Derbyshire Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Network
This network is facilitated by the Derbyshire County Council Local Authority education
improvement team every half term. It alternates between virtual and face to face meetings.

The aim of the network is to:
e Support and challenge for DSLs across Derbyshire
e Share
o key messages and learning from the DDSCP
o insights from partner agencies in safeguarding
o safeguarding areas for development identified by Ofsted inspections
o good practice/areas of learning
e Build a network of support and moderation of understanding

2025-2026 dates, all 9.30 am to 12.00 noon:

Autumn Spring Summer
18 09 2025 14 01 2026 06 05 2026
06 11 2025 12 03 2026 01 07 2026

To book a place, please see Derbyshire Services for Schools training and events page.

C. Development, consultation or to seek education sector perspectives

Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership (DDSCP) Education subgroups
The Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership has two education subgroups each
covering a local authority area (Derby or Derbyshire).

The Education Subgroups are responsible for working on behalf of the Safeguarding Partnership to
promote good safeguarding practice and keeping children safe across the education sector. The
primary objectives of the Education Subgroups are to:
e Support the views and contributions of education providers to be articulated within the
highest level of decision-making.
e Contribute to the co-ordination of what is done across the education sector for the purposes
of safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children; and
e Help to ensure the effectiveness of what is done, through agreed quality assurance of local
safeguarding arrangements in education settings.

The groups are co-ordinated by the DDSCP business support team. Membership includes
representatives from the education sector and partner agencies. Meetings are held four times a year,
virtually and face-to-face. For more information email ddscp@derby.gov.uk
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