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Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Media Statement: Serious Case Review ADS19 

 

The Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership today publishes the 
serious case review report following the death of a young baby, known for the 
purpose of the review as child G.  

The report is published on behalf of the Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Board*1 

Child G was just two months old at the time they were taken and admitted to hospital 
in June 2019 with severe breathing difficulties. A scan showed that child G had a 
head injury from which they did not recover. The father of child G pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter and received a substantial period of imprisonment. 

The aim of the serious case review was to examine closely the work of individual 
agencies and their inter-agency practice/processes. 

Steve Atkinson, Independent Chair of the Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding 
Children Partnership says: 

“This was a tragic incident, resulting in the death of a very young baby. 

Although the report concluded, after thorough examination of the circumstances, that 
there was ‘nothing whatsoever to suggest that the death…could have been 
predicted’, the report did make three recommendations*2, on which the Safeguarding 
Partners acted immediately, to ensure that they reduce the risk of any similar 
incident in future. As the report states, none of these, taken separately, would have 
‘met any threshold for a more intrusive intervention’, but there are lessons we must 
all learn and put into practice” 

The learning from the review contributed to An independent review into 
safeguarding children under 1 from non-accidental injury caused by male 
carers published by the Independent Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel 
(September 2021) 

Action has been taken to address all the recommendations set out within the review.  

Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership will be reviewing specific 
actions already completed for the recommendations and ensure that assurance is 
obtained over the coming year to demonstrate sustained progress.” 
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Notes for Editors: 

*1 The Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Board was the accountable body until 
September 2019, when new Working Together arrangements were introduced by the 
Government and the joint Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Children Partnership 
was implemented. 

*2 ADS19 Recommendations - Summary 

1. DDSCP should seek assurance that the May 2020 update to their ‘pre-birth 
protocol’ has been operating effectively.  

2. i) DDSCP should seek to ensure that parents and families are fully aware of the 
vulnerability of babies.  
   ii) All practitioners should constantly consider the real involvement and history of 
fathers and male partners engaging within a household. 

3. DDSCP should gain assurance that all parents/carers of all babies leaving 
hospital receive the full parenting programme - ‘shaking the baby it’s just not the 
deal’ – either at the hospital or immediately afterwards by the Community Midwife 
and that this be reinforced by the Health Visiting Service. 

 

For further information please contact: news@derbyshire.gov.uk 
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